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its first outburst, but, with the exception of Spain, it
has never lost its vantage-ground ; it has seen no
country that has once embraced its doctrine turn to
another faith; it has added great multitudes in India
and China and Turkestan to its subjects ; and in quite
recent times it has been spreading in wide and swiftly-
following waves over Africa, and has left but a small
part of that vast continent unconverted to its creed.
Admitting the mixed causes that contributed to the
rapidity of the first torrent of Mohamrnadan conquest,
they do not account for the duration of Islam. There
must be something in the religion itself to explain its
persistence and increase, and to account for its present
hold over so large a proportion of the dwellers on the
earth.

Men trained in European ideas of religion have
always found a difficulty in understanding the fascina-
tion which the Muslim faith has for so many minds in
the East. " There is no god but Grod, and Moham-
mad is His Prophet." There is nothing in this, they
say, to move the heart. Yet this creed has stirred an
enthusiasm that has never been surpassed. Islam
has had its martyrs, its self-tormentors, its recluses,
who have renounced all that life offered and have
accepted death with a smile for the sake of the faith
that was in them. It is idle to say that the eternity
of happiness will explain this. The truest martyrs
of Islam, as of Christianity, did not die to gain
paradise. And if they did, the belief in the promises
of the creed must follow the hearty acceptance of
the religion. Islam must have possessed a power of